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State Budget Stalemate

Summer is coming to a close, but the Pennsylvania
General Assembly still has unfinished business.

Although constitutionally required to pass a balanced
budget by June 30, lawmakers in Harrisburg are still
deliberating over what programs to fund and how to
pay for them.

As a stop-gap measure to keep state
employees on the job, Governor Ed Rendell signed
Senate Bill 850, but blue-lined everything except $11
billion in spending to cover “critical public health and
safety services” and state worker pay. He emphasized
that this is not a budget.  Additionally, it is expected
that furloughs of state employees are next.  In all,
$12.9 billion was vetoed.

What is blue-lining?
Blue-lining is a term used to describe the line

item veto power of the governor of Pennsylvania.
The state constitution allows him to approve some
appropriations in a spending plan passed by the
General Assembly, but deny or veto others.

What happens next?
Appointees from the Senate and House

Republican and Democratic Caucuses will meet in a
conference committee to work out the differences
between a Senate passed proposal and a different
House passed proposal.  The two spending plans differ
by $2 billion.  They must decide where else to cut or
how to generate more revenue through a tax increase
or other means.

What is at stake in this budget?
Programs that serve the poor and others with

human services needs are in jeopardy.  Catholic
Charities often provides services on contract with
local government agencies.  If state funding is not
available, these services will have to be cut back or
eliminated.

Students in nonpublic schools benefit from line
items in the state budget that provide textbooks,
materials and special services.  State funding also
supports transportation services that get Catholic
students to and from school.  The uncertainty of the
unresolved budget for these items is making it very
difficult for administrators and teachers to plan for
the start of the new school year.

Health care providers may not get reimbursed
for providing care to Medical Assistance patients.
Serving the poor is at the core of the mission of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic hospitals and long-term care
facilities.  The threat of not receiving reimbursement
for the care they provide to the neediest patients
will put a great strain on the entire health care system.

What can concerned citizens do to voice their
opinion about the state budget?

To voice an opinion about the state budget
cuts, citizens can visit, call, fax, write or e-mail their
state legislators. Contact information is available on
the Pennsylvania Catholic Advocacy Network page at
www.pacatholic.org.
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Legislative Review
The PCC supports the following legislation:

Social Concerns Department

Senate Bill 382 Statewide Public Cord Blood Banking Act - This bill
establishes a process for making umbilical cord blood units
available to transplant centers throughout the Commonwealth
and grants for qualified blood banks.  Umbilical cord blood is a
rich source of stem cells that are used to treat many different
diseases and conditions. Umbilical cord blood stem cells are
obtained through ethical means, unlike embryonic stem cells
which involve the destruction of a human person. The
Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association also supports this bill.

House Bill 60 Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement
Program - This bill would provide safe, affordable housing for
sale or rent to low and moderate income families, reduce
homelessness, and provide mortgage and rental assistance.

House Bill 89 Child Pornography Crimes Code - This bill would amend the
Crimes Code to specify that anyone who “intentionally” views
child pornography over the internet may be prosecuted for the
crime of sexual abuse of children.  NOTE: This bill was signed
into law as Act 15 -2009 on July 14, 2009.

Education Department

House Bill 930 Technology for nonpublic school students - These bills
Senate Bill 254 would provide grants for technology to benefit students in

nonpublic and private schools.

Senate Bill 350 Nonpublic school student transportation - This bill would
lower the distance within which public school districts must
provide transportation for nonpublic school students from one
and one half miles to three quarters of a mile.

House Bill 298 Special education services - These bills would provide
Senate Bill 489 special education services for Pennsylvania’s nonpublic school

students.

House Bill 1007 State reimbursement for health services - These bills
Senate Bill 315 would further provide state reimbursement for health services

in private and parochial schools.

What is
the PCC?

The Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference is
the public affairs arm

of  Pennsylvania’s
Catholic bishops and
the Catholic dioceses

of Pennsylvania. There
are 10 Catholic
dioceses in the

Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Eight are

Latin Rite dioceses,
fully contained within
the Commonwealth.

Two are Byzantine Rite
dioceses with Apostolic

Sees in Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh.
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Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association

Senate Bill 189 Insurance company - This bill provides health care insurance for certain children of
married parents up to age 30. NOTE: SB 189 was signed into law as Act 4-2009 on
June 10, 2009.

House Bill 889 Community-Based Health Care Act - These bills seek to provide grants for
Senate Bill 5 community-based health care clinics and a tax credit program to fund it.

House Bill 1089 COBRA insurance benefits - This bill provides for COBRA-like small employer
group health insurance policies.  Two other bills, HB 581 and SB 442, proposed a
similar program.  NOTE: HB 1089 was signed into law as Act 2-2009 on June 10, 2009.

Senate Bill 651 Older Adults Protective Services Act - This bill would replace the current list of
disqualifying crimes which prevent or limit employers from hiring certain individuals.

Senate Bill 743 Hospital Employee Background Check Act - Similar to SB 651, this bill recognizes
that a person with certain criminal history offenses may be rehabilitated; an employer
could consider this in hiring a potential employee.

Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association continued
House Bill 99 Coverage for telehealth - This bill provides health care insurance coverage for

remote interaction between health care professionals and a patient through video
telecommunications transmissions.

House Bill 371 Investigation of complaints - This bill provides a system for investigation of
complaints and a plan of correction for personal care and assisted living residences.

House Bill 417 Medical assistance payments to hospitals - This bill amends the Public Welfare
Code to establish a review of payment rates for services provided by hospitals to
medical assistance patients.

The PCC and PCHA oppose the following legislation:

Senate Bill 504 Medical Assistance income eligiblity - This bill would lower the eligibility limit for
participation in the Medical Assistance program, making it more difficult for poor
persons to be covered for health care services.

Senate Bill 742 Hospital patient staffing ratios - This legislation would dictate how a health care
facility should be staffed.  It implements a legislative mandate that would not allow
for the needed flexibility to base staffing on changing circumstances and patient care
needs.  Furthermore, it is impractical in light of the current shortage of health care
workers.  PCHA is committed to quality care; however, it does not believe that
legislation to dictate staffing levels provides any measure of assurance that the
quality of care will necessarily improve.  This bill develops a nearly adversarial set-up
between the employer and employee.

PROGRESS REPORT: PENNSYLVANIA MARRIAGE
PROTECTION AMENDMENT

Legislation that would amend the Pennsylvania Constitution with a definition of
marriage as the union of one man and one woman is currently being drafted by
Sen. John Eichelberger (R-Blair County).  A co-sponsorship memo is being
circulated.  To date, 13 other co-sponsors have already signed on.  PCC
expects once the state budget is resolved and the legislature returns to
session, this bill will be considered in the fall of 2009.
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