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There is a crowded field of candidates for U.S. Senator, governor and lieutenant governor in Pennsylvania’s
Democratic and Republican primary elections.  The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) sent a

questionnaire to the candidates to survey their positions on key issues that are important to Catholics.   The
responses of the candidates for U.S. Senator and governor are inside this issue of Viewpoint.  Responses from
the candidates for lieutenant governor as well as the full responses of the candidates for senate and governor
are available online at www.pacatholic.org/faith-politics.

Pennsylvania Primary Election
May 18, 2010

CANDIDATES FOR U.S. SENATOR

Democrats
Joe Sestak

Arlen Specter

Republicans
Peg Luksik

Pat Toomey

CANDIDATES FOR PENNSYLVANIA GOVERNOR

Democrats Republicans
Tom Corbett

Samuel E. Rohrer

CANDIDATES FOR PENNSYLVANIA LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Democrats
Doris A. Smith-Ribner

H. Scott Conklin

Jonathan A. Saidel

Republicans
Steve Johnson

Jean Craig Pepper

Russ Diamond

Chet Beiler

Jim Cawley

Dan Onorato

Jack Wagner

Anthony Hardy Williams

Joseph M. Hoeffel

Billy McCue

John Kennedy

Stephen A. Urban

Daryl Metcalfe
Look up your polling place at
www.votespa.com
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What is
the PCC?

The Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference is
the public affairs arm

of  Pennsylvania’s
Catholic bishops and
the Catholic dioceses

of Pennsylvania. There
are 10 Catholic
dioceses in the

Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Eight are

Latin Rite dioceses,
fully contained within
the Commonwealth.

Two are Byzantine Rite
dioceses with Apostolic

Sees in Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh.

Dr. Robert J. O’Hara
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

rjoh@pacatholic.org

Francis J. Viglietta
DIRECTOR OF

SOCIAL CONCERNS
fjv@pacatholic.org

Sean P. McAleer
DIRECTOR OF
EDUCATION

smcaleer@pacatholic.org

Sr. Clare Christi
Schiefer, OSF

PRESIDENT, PCHA
srccs@pacatholic.org

Amy B. Hill, APR
DIRECTOR OF

COMMUNICATIONS
abhill@pacatholic.org

CANDIDATE RESPONSES - U.S. SENATOR

Do you support or oppose the use of
taxpayer funds to pay for abortion?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER OPPOSE

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK OPPOSE*
* Oppose abortion - period
TOOMEY OPPOSE

Do you support or oppose legislation to
prevent federal agencies and states that
receive federal funds from discriminating
against health care providers who do not
perform or participate in abortions (Hyde-
Weldon Amendment)?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER OPPOSE

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK SUPPORT*
* Support conscience clause provisions
for agencies and workers.
TOOMEY SUPPORT

Do you support or oppose legislation to
continue and expand current federal laws
that provide educational benefits to
students and teachers in private and
religious schools on an equitable basis in
comparison to the benefits received by
public school students and teachers?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER OPPOSE*
* I have concerns about the
constitutional separation of church and
state.

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK Did not indicate*
* Support ending federal role in
education.  If federal gov’t is involved,
there should be no discrimination against
non-government schools
TOOMEY SUPPORT*
* I have been a long-term advocate for
expanding parents’ choice in schools
through different funding mechanism.

What is your position on providing a
federal tax credit to businesses that
donate to scholarship organizations that
provide scholarships for low-income
students at private and religious schools
in grades kindergarten through 12?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER OPPOSE

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK SUPPORT
TOOMEY Did not indicate*
* I have been a long-term supporter of
PA’s EITC Program that is very similar.

Will you support or oppose significant
annual increases in poverty-focused
development assistance to reduce global
poverty and increase the percentage of
gross domestic product (GDP) contributed
in foreign aid?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK OPPOSE*
* We have a federal debt of over $12
trillion dollars.  We need to decrease
federal spending, not pledge to spend
more.
TOOMEY OPPOSE*
* Our perilous budget situation does not
allow for this.

Do you support or oppose legislation to
increase aid for refugees who are fleeing
from persecution abroad and to provide
adequate funding for the U.S. refugee
admissions program?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK Did not indicate*
* Support appropriate asylum for those
fleeing persecution.
TOOMEY Did not indicate*
* I support aid for refugees fleeing
persecution, but I don’t know if an increase
in aid is necessary at this time.
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Indicate your position on this statement: The
government should assume financial responsibility for
providing affordable, accessible health care for the
uninsured.

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK Did not indicate*
* Do not support concept that everyone has a right
to have someone else pay for their health care.  There
is a place for state government to assist; however
socialized medicine is a proven failure.
TOOMEY Did not indicate*
* I support helping those who are unable to help
themselves.  Those who are capable of supporting
themselves should do so.

Do you support or oppose embryonic stem cell
research?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK OPPOSE
TOOMEY OPPOSE

Do you support or oppose legislation that would
guarantee comprehensive freedom of conscience for
health care providers and health care institutions?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER OPPOSE

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK SUPPORT
TOOMEY SUPPORT

Do you support or oppose efforts to pass legislation
that would make sexual orientation and gender identity
or expression protected classes equivalent to other
protected classes (e.g., race, religion, sex, etc.)?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK OPPOSE
TOOMEY OPPOSE

Do you support or oppose overturning the federal
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK OPPOSE
TOOMEY OPPOSE

Do you support or oppose legislation that would permit
undocumented immigrants who have lived in the United
States for a number of years, have worked and built
equities in our country, and who do not have criminal
records to register with the government and take
steps to earn legal status?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK OPPOSE*
* Do not support rewarding illegal activity with
citizenship; do support addressing immigration issues
by closing borders, removing incentives; and
addressing those already here with a plan.
TOOMEY OPPOSE*
* I support higher levels of legal immigration but
oppose granting legal status to those who have broken
our laws.

Do you support or oppose legislation that would
expedite the issuance of permanent visas for immediate
family members, such as children, siblings, and
spouses, of U.S. citizens and U.S. permanent
residents?

DEMOCRATS
SESTAK Did not respond
SPECTER SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
LUKSIK Did not indicate*
* Cannot give a blanket answer to what should be a
case-by-case decision.
TOOMEY Did not indicate*
* I would support this in some cases, but it must be
done in a way that respects the rule of law and
protects the security of our country.
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CANDIDATE RESPONSES - PA GOVERNOR

Which statement reflects your position most
accurately?

a. I do not oppose legalized abortion.
b. I oppose legalized abortion in all circumstances.
c. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the

life of the mother is in danger.
d. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the

life of the mother is in danger or the pregnancy
is a result of rape or incest.

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* As governor, I would support Pennsylvania’s current
law.
WAGNER d.*
* If Roe v. Wade were overturned and the decision
to protect unborn human life were returned to the
states, I would support a state law to protect unborn
children with an exception to protect the life of the
mother.  It is likely that any law passed by the General
Assembly would also include exceptions for the cases
of rape or incest; I would support such a law.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL a.*
* I trust women to make their own personal, private
decisions regarding reproductive health issues.

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT d.
ROHRER Did not respond

What is your position on providing annual cost of
living increases for low-income Pennsylvanians
receiving cash assistance grants?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* I would support COLAs if the state’s financial
condition allows.
WAGNER Did not indicate*
* Support, if such increases are both necessary and
fiscally responsible.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT SUPPORT*
* I would prefer to promote financial independence
through economic recovery.
ROHRER Did not respond

What is your position on legislation that would
provide direct grants to parents to choose the schools
that they believe are best suited for their children,
including nonpublic schools?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* I support, and would expand, the Educational
Improvement Tax Credit.
WAGNER Did not indicate*
* I have always been open-minded about new and
innovative ways to strengthen the quality of
education.  I voted for both the Charter School Law
and the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program.
I would want to review the details of this legislation.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL OPPOSE*
* I believe public money should be spent on public
schools.

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT SUPPORT*
* I favor the EITC and promotion of greater
educational options.
ROHRER Did not respond

Do you support or oppose embryonic stem cell
research?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* I oppose the creation of embryos for stem cell
research.
WAGNER OPPOSE*
* Oppose generally, but I would want to review the
details of such legislation.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT OPPOSE*
*  Promising research can be pursued without creating
or destroying embryos.
ROHRER Did not respond
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What is your position on amending the Pennsylvania
Constitution to define marriage as the union between
one man and one woman?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO OPPOSE*
* I support the current law, which includes this
definition.
WAGNER Did not indicate*
* I voted for Act 124 of 1996 as a State Senator.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL OPPOSE*
* I support full marriage equality for same-sex
couples.

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT SUPPORT*
* Constitutional amendment would help safeguard
marriage against an alternative agenda.
ROHRER Did not respond

Do you support or oppose legislation that would
add state restrictions to existing federal
prohibitions concerning the hiring of undocumented
immigrants or the provision of
healthcare or government services to the
undocumented?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* This issue is best addressed at the federal level.
WAGNER Did not indicate*
* These issues will generally be decided at the federal
level.  I am open-minded about these issues at the
state level and would want to see the details of such
legislation.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL OPPOSE

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT SUPPORT*
* Pennsylvania has a responsibility to ensure eligibility
of all participants.
ROHRER Did not respond

What is your position on the death penalty in
Pennsylvania?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO SUPPORT
WAGNER SUPPORT*
* I am open-minded to finding ways to validate the
process of how the death penalty is applied, such as
DNA testing.

WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL SUPPORT*
* I support the death penalty only for murders that
were pre-meditated.

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT SUPPORT*
* It’s needed as a disincentive and penalty for heinous
crimes.
ROHRER Did not respond

What is your position on restoring state funding to
the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program for
the aged, blind and disabled Pennsylvanians?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* I support this restoration once the state’s financial
condition allows.
WAGNER SUPPORT
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT SUPPORT*
* Supporting targeted populations should be
prioritized while reducing overall spending.
ROHRER Did not respond

What is your position on legislation requiring
employers to provide employee benefits to which they
are morally opposed, for example, mandating coverage
for contraceptives or benefits to same-sex partners
of employees?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* I would consider on a case-by-case basis with
religious exemptions.
WAGNER Did not indicate*
* I generally believe that employers should make
these decisions.  I would want to see the details of
such legislation.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT OPPOSE*
* I oppose mandates contrary to the moral
conscience of employers.
ROHRER Did not respond
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Which statement reflects your position most
accurately?

a. Religious childcare and pre-kindergarten
providers should be subject to government
review of educational content.

b. Religious childcare and pre-kindergarten
providers should follow state standards for
health and safety of children, but be free to
determine their own educational content based
on the teachings of their faith tradition.

c. Religious childcare and pre-kindergarten
providers should be free from government
regulation.

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO b.
WAGNER b.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL b.

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT c.*
* Providers should develop services appropriate for
their faith and community.
ROHRER Did not respond

Indicate your position on this statement: The
government should assume financial responsibility for
providing affordable, accessible health care for the
uninsured.

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* The national government should ensure access to
quality affordable healthcare.
WAGNER Did not indicate*
* I am open-minded to any proposal to expand access
to health care for the uninsured in a fiscally responsible
way. I would want to review the details of such
legislation, which may be unnecessary in light of the
recently enacted federal health care reform law.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL SUPPORT*
* I support establishing a single-payer system modeled
on Medicare to provide health care for all
Pennsylvanians.

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT OPPOSE*
* I oppose public option but support greater access
to healthcare.
ROHRER Did not respond

What is your position on legislation that forces health
care providers to provide, pay for or refer for services
contrary to their conscience for moral or religious
reasons?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO Did not indicate*
* We should protect both religious institutions and
patient rights.
WAGNER OPPOSE
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL OPPOSE

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT OPPOSE*
* I support safeguarding the moral conscience of
Pennsylvania’s healthcare providers.
ROHRER Did not respond

Do you support or oppose increased funding for
Educational Improvement Tax Credits (EITC) if the
state budget includes an increase in public school
funding?

DEMOCRATS
ONORATO SUPPORT*
* I support an increase if the state’s financial condition
allows.
WAGNER SUPPORT*
* As long as both sets of increases are fiscally
responsible.  I voted to create the Educational
Improvement Tax Credit Program and, later, to
expand and increase funding to the program.
WILLIAMS Did not respond
HOEFFEL SUPPORT

REPUBLICANS
CORBETT SUPPORT*
* EITC is crucial to preserve an array of educational
options.
ROHRER Did not respond

CANDIDATES FOR
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Space constraints did not allow PCC to print the
responses of the candidates for lieutenant governor
in Viewpoint.  Complete responses are available online
on PCC’s website:

www.pacatholic.org/faith-politics

CANDIDATE RESPONSES - PA GOVERNOR (continued)
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Legislative Review
The PCC supports the following legislation:

Social Concerns Department

House Bill 1968 Access to Adoption Records - This bill would establish procedures for the disclosure
of information regarding adoption without endangering the identity of any of the
parties involved.  It would require certain procedures for the storage and maintenance
of attorney or agency records in adoption.

Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association

Senate Bill 190 Children’s Health InsuranceProgram (CHIP) - This bill would extend the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) through December 31, 2015.  NOTE: A different bill
(SB 237) was amended to extend CHIP to 2013.  It was signed into law on March 22,
2010.  PCHA supported this alternative legisilation.

The PCC opposes the following legislation:

Social Concerns Department

House Bill 1978 Privacy of birth parents in adoption - This bill would drastically change protections
found under current law for the privacy of birth parents in an adoption.  The bill does
not allow a birth mother to “veto” the release of birth certificate information.

Education Department

State Budget Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) cuts - Last year, the EITC program
was cut $15 million.  It is scheduled for another $10 million cut in this year’s budget.
PCC is lobbying to restore EITC to it’s original funding of $75 million.

Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association

Senate Bill 1175 Purely Public Charity Act - These bills seek to amend the Act to impose essential
House Bill 2192 service fees on tax-exempt properties owned by institutions of purely public charity.

Online Election Resources
www.pacatholic.org/faith-politics
www.votespa.com

joesestak.com
specter2010.com
pegluksik.com
toomeyforsenate.com

voteonorato.com
jackwagner.org
williams4governor.com
joehoeffel2010.com
tomcorbettforgovernor.com
samrohrer.org

paforsaidel.com
scottconklin.net
smithribnerforlieutenantgovernor.com
billymccue.com
cawleyforlg.com
stevejohnson2010.com
electsteveurban.com
kennedyforlg.com
votechet.com
pepper2010.com
russdiamond.org
darylmetcalfe.com



8

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
HARRISBURG, PA

PERMIT #378

IEWPOINT IEWPOINT Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
PO Box 2835, Harrisburg, PA  17105

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Viewpoint is published by the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, the public affairs agency of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops. For more information, contact Amy B. Hill, APR, editor, at (717)
238-9613 or email at abhill@pacatholic.org. Visit our website at www.pacatholic.org.


