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Introducing the
Pennsylvania Catholic

Conference Institute for Public Policy

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC)
is the public affairs arm of the Catholic Church in

the Commonwealth.  One of PCC’s key missions is to
foster public understanding of the Church’s teaching
and concern about many issues.  Hundreds of legislative
proposals and regulations are considered every year
in Harrisburg.  These policies could affect the right to
life and the dignity of the human person, marriage and
family, justice and peace, religious liberty, the welfare
of the poor and vulnerable, or otherwise impact the
common good for better or for worse.

In its nearly 50 year history, PCC has used many tools
to advance its education and outreach mission.  This
Viewpoint newsletter is a good example.  With
advances in new technology, PCC is launching an
initiative to bolster its mission and arm and empower
concerned citizens with a strong, well-informed
Catholic voice in the public square.

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Institute for
Public Policy is a project of the Pennsylvania Bishops
to facilitate opportunities to learn more about the
Catholic perspective on public affairs.  Experts will
come together to shed the light of Catholic social
teaching into the public debate. Seminars, publications
and many occasions for learning will help people to
pass this knowledge on to others.  The most notable
resource of the Institute is a new, high-tech website.

The website is a rich repository of PCC’s
communications but it also includes articles from the
newspapers or magazines of all 10 Pennsylvania
dioceses and other multi-media resources.  Everything
is catalogued, tagged and well-organized making it
easy to search, learn and share Catholic information
about headline issues.

All of the topics fall under one or more categories:

Catholic Education

Religious Liberty

Life & Dignity of the Human Person

Marriage & Family

Social Justice

Health Care

Faith & Politics

In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a
virtue, and participation in political life is a moral
obligation.  The PCC invites you
and all interested citizens to
log on to the website to
explore and learn more about
the Catholic faith within the
discourse of the public
square.

Log on and check it out!

www.pacatholic.org
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What is
the PCC?

The Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference is
the public affairs arm

of  Pennsylvania’s
Catholic bishops and
the Catholic dioceses

of Pennsylvania. There
are 10 Catholic
dioceses in the

Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Eight are

Latin Rite dioceses,
fully contained within
the Commonwealth.

Two are Byzantine Rite
dioceses with Apostolic

Sees in Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh.

Dr. Robert J. O’Hara
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

rjoh@pacatholic.org

Francis J. Viglietta
DIRECTOR OF

SOCIAL CONCERNS
fjv@pacatholic.org

Sean P. McAleer
DIRECTOR OF
EDUCATION

smcaleer@pacatholic.org

Sr. Clare Christi
Schiefer, OSF

PRESIDENT, PCHA
srccs@pacatholic.org

Amy B. Hill, APR
DIRECTOR OF

COMMUNICATIONS
abhill@pacatholic.org

CRASH
COURSE in new technology

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Institute for Public Policy takes advantage
of some exciting new Internet technology to maximize the usefulness and effectiveness
of its website, www.pacatholic.org.  This crash course in new technology will help
online users get the most out of the website.

 Seek answers

Category Headings

Search Bar

 Stay up-to-date

Subscribe

RSS

E-mail

 Spread the word

Share This

Clicking on each category heading takes you to a page where all
the articles displayed address that topic.  The articles are displayed
in reverse chronological order, with the most recent postings on
the top.  Most articles fall into more than one category.

Everything within pacatholic.org is “tagged” with key words that
describe the subject matter of each article.  Much like an old-
fashioned card catalogue index at the library, by typing a subject
in the search bar everything in the site that is related to that
word or words will be listed on your screen.

New technology makes it easier than ever for information to
come to you.  Two notification methods are available at
pacatholic.org.  The first is RSS, or Real Simple Syndication.  RSS
allows PCC to publish something new on its site then “syndicate”
it out to many different places.  If you subscribe to an RSS news
feed, links to the new content will be displayed in your news
reader such as iGoogle, My Yahoo or similar program.  No need to
go to the website everyday; the news comes to you.  You may
be familiar with syndicated radio programs or columns in the
newspaper.  The idea is the same, but RSS news feeds are free.
At pacatholic.org, you may subscribe to the whole site or just
one category.

The e-mail subscription option sends notice of content changes
directly to your inbox.

The other dynamic feature of the new website is the ability to
share information.  If you like something you read at pacatholic.org,
clicking this button allows you to easily send an e-mail or text
message about the article to a friend or post the link to Facebook,
MySpace, Twitter or other social media site.
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Pennsylvania Catholic
Advocacy Network

As Catholics, we are called to be conscientious citizens.
We must take an active role in the public policy debate
by speaking out to defend the dignity and rights of
all.

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC), the public
affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Bishops, invites you
to become part of a grassroots advocacy network
that will provide information and education about key
issues and will present a collective voice of concerned
citizens to state lawmakers.

As the new legislative session begins, we are already
facing several key issues:

HB 300 - Sexual Orientation Legislation

HB 300, would add “sexual orientation and gender
identity or expression” to the Pennsylvania Human
Relations Act in an attempt to have them considered
protected classes. The PHRA currently forbids
discrimination in employment, housing and public
accommodations because of race, color, religious
creed, ancestry, age, handicap or national origin. The
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) opposes the
legislation because of its potential threat to the
religious liberty of organizations and individuals.  Similar
measures in other states have been the gateway to
same-sex marriage in the courts.

HB 26 - Labor Relations Legislation

HB 26 proposes to grant oversight of employee
relations in religious schools to the Pennsylvania Labor
Relations Board. In effect, the bill would force Catholic
schools to accept teachers unions, even those who
may endorse ideas that go against Church teaching
like abortion or gay marriage, and bargain with their
representatives.

The state government, through the Pennsylvania
Labor Relations Board, would oversee and rule in any
labor disputes. This bil l will jeopardize the
constitutionally protected religious liberty of the
Catholic Church and compromise its teaching mission
in Catholic schools. Furthermore, it provides no
protections against teacher strikes in private schools,
unlike the obstacles to public school teacher strikes
that are included in other laws.

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) opposes
HB 26. The Catholic Church has long been supportive
of workers; but the government has no place in
interposing itself as arbiter within religious ministries.

State Budget - Funding for Student Textbooks and
Other Services

Nonpublic school students, like those in our Catholic
schools, receive some funding in the state budget for
activities and materials, for example, textbooks,
materials, equipment and other services such as
programs for students with special needs. Although
there is a proposed increase of $300 million to the
basic education subsidy for public school students - a
5.7% increase - the line items that benefit nonpublic
schoolchildren are proposed to decrease.  The PCC is
urging lawmakers to support equal, fair and
proportionate funding for Pennsylvania’s nonpublic
school students.

PCC is also pursuing equal funding opportunities for
special education and technology for nonpublic school
students.

Marriage Protection Amendment

In this legislative session, the PCC will again be involved
in efforts to affirm and uphold the definition of marriage
as the union of one man and one woman by pursuing
an amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution.

* * *

The famous quote, “All politics is local,” is certainly
true for these and the many other issues on PCC’s
agenda this year.  Legislators need to hear from their
constituents.  As voters and taxpayers, our voices
can be very influential in gaining the support or
opposition of our legislators on these issues.

Membership in the Pennsylvania Catholic Advocacy
Network is free. Member advocates will receive news
and legislative action updates with a Catholic
perspective on current affairs in Harrisburg and beyond.
We encourage you to sign up, learn more and speak
out for your Catholic faith.  Complete the form on the
next page and send it back to PCC or sign up online at
www.pacatholic.org.
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Membership in the Pennsylvania Catholic Advocacy Network is free. Member advocates will receive
news and legislative action updates with a Catholic perspective on current affairs in Harrisburg and
beyond. Complete this form and return it to the PCC to sign up:

NAME: _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________
Return this form to a PCC staff member, fax it to 717-238-1473 or mail to

Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, 223 North Street, PO Box 2835, Harrisburg, PA  17105

or log on to

www.pacatholic.org


