
By Sharon Corderman
A baby boy, weighing about 

six pounds and between 18 
and 19 inches long, was born 
in July 2008 in Philadelphia 
to a 17-year-old girl. Certain-
ly there is nothing unique or 
unusual in that, but his birth 
story may be one that will 
be hard to forget.  Although 
"Baby Boy A" was approxi-
mately six weeks premature 
and labor had been induced, a 
witness said he was breathing 
and moving. The doctor joked 
that the infant was big enough 
to "walk me to the bus stop." 

And then the doctor picked 
up a scissors, cut through 
the baby's neck, severing his 
spinal cord, and put his little 
body in a plastic shoebox for 
disposal.

The story of Baby Boy A 
was just part of the testimony 
presented at the grisly  murder 
trial of Dr. Kermit Gosnell. 
Gosnell was initially charged 
with seven counts of first-de-
gree murder in the deaths of 
seven babies and third-degree 
murder in the death of a fe-
male patient, but the judge in 
the case dropped three of the 
infant murder charges, saying 
there wasn't enough evidence 
the babies had been alive at 
their birth. Because many 
of the aborted babies whose 
remains were recovered had 
been stored in freezers, ex-
perts said it was impossible to 
say with certainty whether or 
not the babies had been alive.

The grand jury report, 
which is 261 pages long and 
recounts a litany of gruesome 
episodes, was released in Jan-
uary 2011 and the trial began 
on March 18. Closing argu-
ments were heard on April 29 
and jury deliberation, which 
lasted 10 days, began the 

Abortion doc gets 
life for murder

following day. On May 13 
, the jury returned a verdict 
of "Guilty" on three counts 
of first degree murder and 
reduced the charge of third-
degree murder of the female 
patient, Karnamaya Mongar, 
to manslaughter. Gosnell was 
also found guilty of over 200 
other charges, including vio-
lations of the Abortion Con-
trol Act and the Controlled 
Substances Act, abuse of a 
corpse, theft by deception, 
conspiracy, racketeering, in-
fanticide and others. Gosnell, 
who is 72, was sentenced 
to two life sentences, to be 
served consecutively, without 
possibility of parole, and with 
no right to appeal.

The grand jury report says 
the case is about a doctor who 
"killed babies and endangered 
women." It continues: "What 
we mean is that he regularly 
and illegally delivered live, 
viable babies in the third tri-
mester of pregnancy - and 
then murdered these new-
borns by severing their spi-
nal cords with scissors. The 
medical practice by which he 
carried out this business was a 
filthy fraud in which he over-
dosed his patients with dan-
gerous drugs, spread venereal 
disease among them with in-
fected instruments, perforated 
their wombs and bowels and, 
on at least two occasions, 
caused their deaths."

In fact, despite numerous 
complaints and reports filed 
with the Department of Health 
over the 40 years Gosnell op-
erated his Women's Medical 
Society, no action was taken 
until February 18, 2010, when 
the FBI raided the clinic. 
Even then, the raid wasn't in 
response to the reports of live 
babies being killed or women 
who died or were treated at 
nearby hospitals for infec-
tions or injuries they had suf-
fered at the clinic, but because 
Gosnell was suspected of il-
legally selling prescription 

drugs. Again from the grand 
jury report, is the following 
account of what was found 
in the raid: "There was blood 
on the floor. A stench of urine 
filled the air. A flea-infested 
cat was wandering through 
the facility, and there were 
cat feces on the stairs. Semi-
conscious women scheduled 
for abortions were moaning in 
the waiting room or the recov-
ery room, where they sat on 
dirty recliners covered with 
blood-stained blankets. All 
the women had been sedated 
by unlicensed staff." 

That was when authorities 
learned about the woman who 
died at the facility several 
months prior.

In the surgery rooms, au-
thorities found that "instru-
ments were not sterile," con-
tinues the report. "Equipment 
was rusty and outdated. Oxy-
gen equipment was covered 
with dust, and had not been 
inspected. The same corroded 
suction tubing used for abor-
tions was the only tubing 
available for oral airways if 
assistance for breathing was 
needed. There was no func-
tioning resuscitation or even 
monitoring equipment, except 
for a single blood pressure 
cuff."

Are you starting to get a 
picture of the place? There's 
more, as the report continues.

"The search team discov-
ered fetal remains haphazard-
ly stored throughout the clinic 
- in bags, milk jugs, orange 
juice cartons, and even in cat 
food containers."

Now it's becoming a story 
that will be hard to forget, 
right?
Baker introduces bill 
for clinic inspections

In 1993, the state Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) decid-
ed to stop inspecting abortion 
clinics. The exception would 
be if complaints were brought 
to the department. Even that, 
however, didn't happen in the 
case of Gosnell. In fact, there 
reportedly were no inspec-
tions of abortion clinics dur-
ing 15 years of the adminis-
trations of Governors Ridge 
and Rendell. None at all. The 

Pennsylvania Family Institute 
reported that a senior counsel 
person with the health depart-
ment told the grand jury of 
a meeting in 1999 at which 
high-level officials refused 
to reinstate clinic inspections. 
"There was a concern that if 
they did these routine inspec-
tions, they might find a lot 
of these facilities didn't meet 
[the standards], and then there 
would be less abortion facili-
ties, less access to women to 
have an abortion." Even when 
the department leaned of the 
death of a woman at the clinic 
in 2009, officials refused to 
investigate.

The grand jury report con-
demns the DOH for its inac-
tion. "State health officials 
knew that Gosnell and his 
clinic were offering unaccept-
able medical care to women 
and girls, yet DOH failed to 
take any action to stop the 
atrocities documented by this 
Grand Jury. These officials 
were far more protective of 
themselves when they testi-
fied before the Grand Jury. 
Even DOH lawyers, includ-
ing the chief counsel, brought 
private attorneys with them 
- presumably at government 
expense." 

To try to prevent atrocities 
such as those reported at Gos-
nell's clinic from happening 
again in Pennsylvania, state 
Rep. Matt Baker (R-Tioga/
Bradford) introduced legis-
lation in February 2011 that 
would hold abortion facilities 
to the same high standards as 
other health care facilities. 

"I was moved to author 
this legislation based upon 
the revelations by the Phila-
delphia County Investigating 
Grand Jury in January [less 
than a month earlier]," ex-
plained Baker, who is chair-
man of the House Health 
Committee. Those revelations 
led to the criminal charges 
which were filed against Gos-
nell for "alleged abhorrent 
actions that took place at the 
Women's Medical Society in 
West Philadelphia over the 
course of nearly 40 years," 
continued Baker. "It was re-
vealed during the proceeding 
that the Department of Health 

Rep. Baker responds 
to protect women, 

babies with bill, made 
law by wide margin



was negligent in its responsi-
bility to enforce regulations 
created to protect the health 
and safety of patients in abor-
tion clinics."

Then, in May 2011, the 
DOH reported deficiencies at 
an abortion clinic in Lehigh 
County. Their report noted 
a failure to maintain metal 
instruments in a sterilized 
environment; brown debris 
inside packages of instru-
ments which were deemed 
sterile and ready for patient 
use; medical supplies, includ-
ing uterine catheters, medi-
cines and instruments which 
expired years before; lack of 
patient privacy in recovery 
rooms and recliners for pa-
tients with torn seats; patient-
care items which were laun-
dered by staff "every once 
in a while" in their homes; 
and blood splatter and smear 
marks on the interior and 
thick layer of frozen blood on 
the bottom of the freezer in 
the 'scrub room.'

"No one should be sub-
jected to the conditions and 
treatment that have occurred 
at these facilities," said Baker. 
"Without this legislation...I 
am concerned the atrocities 
that transpired at the Phila-
delphia clinic and the deplor-
able conditions that have been 
recently cited by the DOH to 
have occurred at an Allen-
town clinic will continue to 
take place at abortion facili-
ties across the state."

Baker's bill would hold 
abortion clinics to the stan-
dards required of other ambu-
latory surgical centers, includ-
ing emergency equipment and 
hospital admitting privileges 
to safe room-to-room build-
ing specs and fire-code com-
pliance. It also requires regu-
lar inspections, with at least 
one surprise visit per year, 
and sets up a complaint hot-
line with the stipulations that 
each call be investigated.

The bill also requires that 
abortion clinics abide by state 
laws which prohibit late-term 
abortions (24 weeks and later) 
and requires a parent's con-
sent for a minor to obtain an 
abortion, along with a 24-
hour waiting period before the 

procedure is done.
The bill was passed quickly 

in the House, with a major-
ity of 148-43, and went to the 
Senate, where it also met with 
significant approval. Just days 
before Christmas in 2011, 
Gov. Corbett signed the bill 
into law.

Planned Parenthood CEO 
Dayle Steinberg was quoted 
in a news story on National 
Public Radio as contending 
that the new requirements do 
noting to improve services for 
women at her clinics. "They 
[the requirements] were thin-
ly disguised as improving pa-
tient safety, when really it was 
about increasing the cost for 
abortion providers - hoping 
that some of them wouldn't 
be able to afford it," she said. 
"Overall the cost was about 
$450,000 to get two of our 
facilities into compliance." 
Hands-free sinks had to be in-
stalled and the tile floors were 
torn out and replaced with 
seamless floors that are easier 
to clean. Also, the heating and 
air-conditioning system was 
upgraded and a new room 
was built to house steriliza-
tion equipment.

"This is all about patient 
safety," countered Baker. "We 
made it clear that we weren't 
going to arbitrarily and capri-
ciously shut down abortion 
clinics."

The Grand Jury was blunt 
in its assessment: "The abhor-
rent conditions and practices 
inside Gosnell's clinic are di-
rectly attributable to the Penn-
sylvania Health Department's 
refusal to treat abortion clin-
ics as ambulatory surgical fa-
cilities."

Just weeks ago, Baker led 
debate in the House on a new 
piece of legislation he co-
sponsored that would prohibit 
health care exchanges created 
under ObamaCare from cov-
ering abortions, except in cas-
es of rape, incest or to avert 
the death of the mother.

"I do not believe that tax-
payer funds should in any 
way be used to support abor-
tions on demand and should 
be consistent with Pennsylva-
nia's restrictive Abortion Con-
trol Act," said Baker. "Many 

taxpayers have deep moral 
and religious convictions 
when it comes to the issue of 
abortion and they should not 
be forced by the government 
to help subsidize such proce-
dures."

He has also introduced a bill 
that would remove the two-
year statute of limitations for 
infanticide. Had it not been 
for that statute, Gosnell might 
well have faced justice for the 
deaths of a lot more babies. 
Employees at Gosnell's clinic 
said they saw "hundreds" of 
babies who met the same fate 
as Baby Boy A. 

Baker also introduced leg-
islation that would make it 
unlawful to impersonate a 
doctor, as several of Gosnell's 
unlicensed staff was found to 
have done.

Grand Jury: state 
agencies at fault

But it wasn't just the health 
department who allegedly ig-
nored what was going on at 
Gosnell's "House of Horrors." 

The Department of State 
also came under scrutiny for 
their lack of action to reports 
and complaints received over 
the years about Gosnell's 
practices. The State Board 
of Medicine (Board), which 
licenses and oversees medi-
cal practitioners, is overseen 
by the Department of State. 
"Attorneys for Pennsylvania's 
Department of State disre-
garded notices that numer-
ous patients of Gosnell were 
hospitalized––infected, with 
fetal remains still inside them; 
and with perforated uteruses, 
cervixes, and bowels," reads 
the Grand Jury report. "In-
credibly, in 2004, Department 
of State attorneys closed––
without investigation––a case 
reported to the Board involv-
ing the death of a 22-year-old 
patient."

That same day, the same 
two attorneys also closed an 
investigation into a complaint 
brought more than two years 
earlier by a former worker at 
Gosnell's clinic. She informed 
the investigator that Gosnell 
"was using unlicensed work-
ers (including herself) to give 
IV anaesthesia to patients 

when he was not at the clinic; 
that his facility was filthy; 
that two sick, flea-infested 
cats roamed freely in the 
procedure rooms, vomiting 
throughout; that Gosnell ate 
in the procedure rooms; that 
the autoclave used to sterilize 
instruments was broken; that 
he reused single-use curettes; 
that there were no licensed 
nurses at the facility when IV 
anesthesia was administered; 
that Gosnell allowed one pa-
tient to use her cousin's insur-
ance card to pay for an abor-
tion; that Gosnell performed 
abortions on 'underage chil-
dren' against their will if their 
mothers asked him to; and 
that he performed other abor-
tions without consent forms." 
She told the investigator that 
she thought a second-trimes-
ter patient had died at a hospi-
tal after Gosnell performed an 
abortion on her.

Years later, Karnamaya 
Mongar went into cardiac ar-
rest after Gosnell’s untrained 
staff administered a fatal 
combination of oral and in-
travenous drugs and failed 
to properly monitor her vital 
signs during the second-term 
procedure. Mongar lapsed 
into a coma and died the fol-
lowing day. 

"The state prosecutors 
clearly had no interest in in-
vestigating Gosnell, much 
less holding him account-
able for the crime spree that 
he called a medial practice," 
said the Grand Jury, which re-
ported that numerous similar 
complaints were brought to 
the agency with the same re-
sult––complete disregard.

Also found at fault by the 
Grand Jury for failure to act 
against Gosnell were the 
Philadelphia Department of 
Health, doctors who observed 
the results of Gosnell's reck-
less and criminal practices 
and failed to report him to au-
thorities, even area hospitals 
where quite a number of Gos-
nell's patients were treated for 
complications, infections and 
injuries suffered at his clinic.

"The Department of State 
literally licensed Gosnell's 
criminally dangerous behav-
ior," concluded the Grand 



Jury. "The Department of 
Health gave its stamp of ap-
proval to his facility. These 
agencies do not deserve the 
public's trust. The fate of Kar-
namaya Mongar and count-
less babies with severed spi-
nal cords is proof that people 
at those departments were not 
doing their jobs. 

"Those charged with pro-
tecting the public must do 
better."

Gruesome as it is, hope-
fully the story of Baby Boy A 
is one that won't be soon for-
gotten or ignored. Hopefully, 
because of him and the others 
like him who spent a few brief 
moments in Gosnell's clinic, 
caring individuals will take 
action to ensure that other 
infants like him will have a 
chance to survive. 

In a May 18 letter to the 
state Secretary of Health and 
the Attorney General, Baker 
cited several other simi-
lar atrocities of which he's 
learned, and wrote, "I believe 
all these terrible acts now 
being brought to our atten-
tion compel us to do our due 
diligence, as evil does indeed 
flourish when good men and 
women do nothing."


